[bookmark: _9pz1bd3ow3va]Liturgy for a Prayer Walk Through 
Our Churches and Neighborhoods
[bookmark: _7jat8rau5gbw]Preparation and Invocation
A prayer walk liturgy is a structured guide of prayers, Scripture readings, and reflections used while walking through a neighborhood or community. (Adapted from the C. S. Lewis Institute and other prayer-walk resources.)
[bookmark: _yus3fbur1atb]Suggested 30-Minute Schedule
· 5 minutes: Opening prayer and setting our focus
· 20 minutes: Walking, observing, and praying
· 5 minutes: Closing prayer and reflection
[bookmark: _4psbmrk1tpqs]Opening Prayer Before Departure
[bookmark: _6inzvyre0abd]Invocation
Leader:
Lord Jesus Christ, You call us to follow You, and we choose to walk with You today and always. Open the eyes of our hearts so that we may see our lives, our churches, and our communities in a new way.
[bookmark: _m96za2ni206o]Scripture
“Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.”
—Psalm 119:18
[bookmark: _jf8ndd5tf2n2]Intention
All:
With each step we take, grant us the grace to pray for the people, homes, churches, and streets along our path. Amen.
(Adapted from Redeemer Church.)
Prayer for Guidance and Protection
Leader:
Lord Jesus, show us where to walk and teach us how to pray. Clothe us with Your armor, guard us as we go, cover us with Your shield, and bring the Holy Scriptures to our minds as we pray for these places.
Grant us Your peace so that we may be people of peace and carriers of Your good news throughout this community today.
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us. Let us walk and pray with one heart and mind. Amen.
[bookmark: _b5ujfb1hmc4o]A Four-Step Litany Along the Way
[bookmark: _gedfvxhjn4xe]Step One: Worship and Praise
As you begin walking, give thanks for God’s presence and creation.
Lord, the earth is Yours and everything in it. We praise Your name as we walk through Your creation. Thank You for this community and for every person who calls it home.
[bookmark: _cma5ct7bp68y]Step Two: Listening and Observation
Walk slowly and pay attention to your surroundings. Notice the people, homes, businesses, churches, schools, signs of hope, and signs of struggle.
Lord, help us hear the cries and joys of this neighborhood. Give us harvest eyes so that we may see people as You see them.
(Adapted from Franciscan Media.)
Allow time for quiet observation and attentive listening.
[bookmark: _twpr7xxus0ig]Step Three: Intercession at the Intersections
Pause at a street corner, school, church, business, home, park, or neighborhood landmark.
Lord, we pray for peace, healing, justice, and provision for the homes and families on this block. Protect the children, strengthen the workers, guide the leaders, and comfort those who are struggling.
Bless every person who lives, works, worships, learns, and serves here. Let Your love and peace be made visible throughout this community.
(Adapted from Redeemer Church.)
Step Four: Silence and Breath Prayer
Continue walking quietly. Match your steps and breathing to this short prayer:
Inhale:
Lord Jesus Christ—
Exhale:
Have mercy on this city.
Repeat the prayer silently as you walk.
(Adapted from Catholic Faith Corner.)
[bookmark: _m3bj3vrm4bxa]Returning to the Church
Gather together for a brief time of reflection. Participants may share:
· Something they noticed
· A concern that arose during the walk
· A sign of hope they witnessed
· A person, family, institution, or area that needs continued prayer
· An action the church may be called to take
[bookmark: _7yho5fe2pk50]Closing Prayer
[bookmark: _199q63gy9huq]Gratitude
Leader:
Thank You, Lord, for walking with us and hearing our prayers. Thank You for opening our eyes to the gifts, needs, joys, and struggles within this community.
[bookmark: _p9k73v4hxtqu]Commissioning
All:
Lord, bless this community and use us as instruments of Your peace.
Where there is hurt, help us bring healing. Where there is loneliness, help us build community. Where there is injustice, give us courage to act. Where there is need, show us how to serve.
Do not allow our prayers to end when this walk is over. Send us out to love our neighbors, strengthen our churches, and faithfully participate in the work You are already doing in this community.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.
(Adapted in part from Canyon Ridge.)
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