
2026 MICHIGAN SCHOOL FOR LICENSE AS A LOCAL PASTOR 
 

The Michigan School for License as a Local Pastor provides an opportunity for certified candidates to 
complete the educational requirements and required 80 contact hours to be licensed for pastoral ministry. 
The 2026 School for License as a Local Pastor will be in a hybrid format, online with synchronous / 
asynchronous components and in person, with content and instruction delivered by Michigan Annual 
Conference leaders and Candler School of Theology. 
 
ADMISSION / ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS 
The Michigan Annual Conference and The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry require that a 
student must be certified as a candidate for licensed and/or ordained ministry before acceptance in a 
licensing school. 
 
Students are required to have access to a computer with high-speed internet that allows them to watch 
lectures, submit written and visual presentations, work online with other class members, and participate in 
virtual meetings via the ZOOM platform. 
 
Attendance at all sessions and completion of all assignments are required. Absence may require withdrawal 
from the school.  Please note that attendance at this school is a requisite for a license, however, your 
participation does not guarantee that you will be granted a “License as a Local Pastor.”  Your license is voted 
on by the Clergy Session of the Annual Conference after you have completed all courses of this school, 
received the recommendation of Director of the school, the recommendation of your District Committee on 
Ordained Ministry, and the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry. The Annual Conference may vote that a 
license be granted after the sessions of the Annual conference contingent on your successful completion of 
this school.  You may ask your District Superintendent about this matter. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES – Fall 2026 Session 

• 8/1 – Registration Deadline 
• 8/22 – Online Orientation 
• 8/24 – Begin Online Modules 
• 10/2 – *** Begin Onsite Session *** 
• 10/4 – *** End Onsite Session *** 
• 11/15 – Complete Online Modules 

 
*** Students with Sunday obligations to a local church will need to arrange for a substitute during the ONSITE 
SESSION, which goes until Sunday afternoon. *** 
 
THE COURSE CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING: 

• One ONLINE orientation event. 
• Twelve ONLINE learning modules (The weekly schedule and syllabi for all courses will be sent to the 

students two weeks before the online orientation, and all assigned readings, assignments, etc.... are 
to be completed independently during the assigned week.): 

o Mission and Evangelism 
o Pastoral Care 
o Spiritual Formation 
o Education in the Local Church 
o UM History 
o Theology and Doctrine 
o Leadership and Administration 
o Public Worship and Liturgy 
o Anti-Bias / Anti-Racism – Essentials 
o Clergy Ethics / Boundary Keeping  
o Models for Ministry 
o Conference Connections 



2026 MICHIGAN SCHOOL FOR LICENSE AS A LOCAL PASTOR 
 

 
• ONLINE small group meetings and one-on-one meetings with the Director. Online meetings are 

scheduled based on students’ availability. 
 

• One ONSITE weekend session that will begin on Friday evening and end Sunday afternoon, held at 
First United Methodist Church in Big Rapids. 

 
COST / TUITION / REFUNDS 

• All students are responsible for purchasing books (listed below) and necessary equipment to allow 
for full participation in the school, as well as travel / lodging expenses incurred during the onsite 
session. 

• Michigan Conference Students – The tuition is underwritten by the Board of Ordained Ministry of The 
Michigan Conference. 

• Non-Michigan Conference Students – $850.00 (Cancellations received no later than 4 weeks before 
the respective registration deadline, via email - jeremy@ummecosta.org - will be eligible for a refund 
less a $200 processing fee.) 

 
BOOK LIST 

REQUIRED 
• The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church – 2020/2024 Edition 
• The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church - Current Edition 
• The Book of Worship of The United Methodist Church - Current Edition 
• The Quick and Easy Guide to United Methodist Polity Second Edition (available on Amazon 7/29) by 

Thomas W. Elliot Jr. and Anne Burkholder Daniel 
• The United Methodist Clergy Book of Firsts by F Belton Joyner Jr 
• Polity, Practice, and the Mission of The United Methodist Church by Thomas Edward Frank 

 
Cokesbury bundles the books listed below at a significant savings for licensing school students. The ISBN 
(number) is 9780687654826 

• Pastoral Care in the Small Membership Church – James L. Killen, Jr. 
• From Pew to Pulpit – Clifton F. Guthrie 
• Worshipping with United Methodists (Revised Edition) – Hoyt Hickman 
• Administration in the Small Membership Church – John Tyson 
• Christian Education in the Small Membership Church – Karen Tye 

 
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED 
• Safe Sanctuaries Anniversary Edition by J. Melton  
• The Spirituality of Imperfection by Ernest Kurtz and Katherine Ketcham 
• The Wounded Healer by Henri J. M. Nouwen 
• Unleashing the Word: Preaching with Relevance, Purpose and Passion by Adam Hamilton 
• Introduction to Theology for Ministry Paperback by Elaine A Robinson 
• Transforming Evangelism: The Wesleyan Way of Sharing Faith, Henry H Knight III & Douglas Powe, Jr.  

 
FOR QUESTIONS OR TO REGISTER, CONTACT: 

Rev. Jeremy Wicks  /  231-224-6545  /  jeremy@ummecosta.org 



MICHIGAN SCHOOL FOR LICENSE AS A LOCAL PASTOR 
Application for Enrollment – DEADLINE – AUGUST 1, 2026 

MSLLP Application – 1 

This application must be completed and submitted before the registration deadline. 

Your District Superintendent must approve this application prior to submission to the registrar. 

All information requested is REQUIRED. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Full Legal Name: 

Street Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Cell Phone: Home Phone: 

Email: 

CHURCH RELATIONSHIP 

District:  

Home Church: 

Are you currently serving as a DSA?  If yes – Church Name: 

DCOM Registrar Name: 

DCOM Registrar Phone #: 

Date of Certification: 

LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE – Using the space below, briefly describe your leadership experience in a local 
congregation, district, or annual conference: 



MICHIGAN SCHOOL FOR LICENSE AS A LOCAL PASTOR 
Application for Enrollment – DEADLINE – AUGUST 1, 2026 

MSLLP Application – 2 
 

 
 
Do you have any special needs that we will need to care for while you attend this school?  Describe: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REQUIRED SIGNATURES 
APPLICANT - By signing below I am affirming that I have read the requirements for participation in the 
Michigan School for License as a Local Pastor and agree to adhere to the guidelines provided by the 
registrar, director, teaching staff, and all related conference policies.  I also understand that completion of 
the MSLLP does not automatically grant me a license for pastoral ministry. 
 
 
 
 
 Applicant Signature        Date 
 
 
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT – By signing below I am affirming that the above-named applicant has met the 
criteria to be considered a “Certified Candidate” including the completion and review of the required 
psychological testing battery prescribed by the applicants Conference Board of Ordained Ministry. 
 
 
 
 
District Superintendent Signature      Date 
 
 
 
 
 
CANDIDATE APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
The items below are required for admission in the Michigan School for License as a Local Pastor. Please use 
this list to ensure that the application is complete and submitted on or before the deadline. Late / 
incomplete applications will not be accepted. 

o Completed and Signed APPLICATION 

o Completed and Signed EDUCATIONAL CONTRACT  

o Copy of DISTRICT COMMITTEE ON ORDAINED MINISTRY ACTION REPORT that affirms that you have 
been granted certified candidate status. 

o Registration Fee (if applicable) – Payable to “Michigan Conference”, note MSLLP 26 
 
Email application with required information to jeremy@ummecosta.org. 
 
DIRECTOR / REGISTRAR: Rev. Jeremy Wicks / 231-224-6545 / jeremy@ummecosta.org 



EDUCATIONAL CONTRACT FOR MICHIGAN SCHOOL FOR LICENSE AS A LOCAL PASTOR 
 
This contract is entered into by and between the student (“Student”), their District Superintendent 
(“DS”), and the Director / Faculty of the Michigan School for License as a Local Pastor. This contract 
outlines the academic responsibilities and expectations that the Student must fulfill in order to 
successfully complete the requirements set forth by the school. 
 
I. ACADEMIC RESPONSIBILITIES 

• The Student is required to complete all assignments by the deadlines provided at the 
beginning of the school. Assignments submitted past the deadline may not be accepted 
unless prior arrangements are made in writing due to extenuating circumstances. 

• The Student must attend all scheduled sessions and participate actively in all activities. 
Attendance is critical to the Student’s success and is mandatory unless excused by the 
Director for a valid reason. 

• The Student is expected to maintain open and regular communication with instructors and 
the Director, especially in regards to assignment difficulties, attendance issues, or personal 
challenges that may affect their performance. 

• The Student must adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity. This includes 
refraining from plagiarism, cheating, or any other form of academic dishonesty. 

 
II. CONSEQUENCES OF NON-COMPLIANCE 

• Failure to submit assignments within the prescribed timelines will negatively impact the 
Student's evaluation and can lead to failing the school unless mitigated by recognized 
extenuating circumstances. 

• Lack of attendance, unless excused in writing by the Director, will be considered a breach of 
this contract and will result in immediate academic consequences, up to and including 
failure of the course. 

• Any violation of academic integrity will be subject to disciplinary action, which could 
include dismissal from the program and failure from the school. 

 
III. ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF UNDERSTANDING 
This contract is to be signed by both the Student and the DS as an acknowledgment of 
understanding of the responsibilities and consequences outlined herein. Failure to adhere to the 
terms of this contract will result in a failure to complete the program successfully. 
 
 
 
Student’s Signature        Date 
 
 
 
Superintendent’s Signature       Date 
 
 
                     4/1/2026 
Director’s Signature         Date 


