Michigan Conference
Grant Application
2025

What is the purpose of the grants?
The purpose is to fund new, innovative approaches toward fulfilling the Michigan Conference’s 
Purpose and Vision.

"The purpose of the annual conference is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by equipping its local churches for ministry and by providing a connection for ministry beyond the local church; all to the glory of God." – Book of Discipline of The UMC 2016, Paragraph 601

The Michigan Conference equips and connects through:
· Christ-Centered Mission and Ministry;
· Bold and Effective Leaders;
· Vibrant Congregations.

What are the primary sources for grants?  
Christ-Centered Mission and Ministry (Conference Leadership Council)
Bold and Effective Leaders (Conference Leadership Council)
Additional grants may also be available through other Michigan Conference Agencies and Funds. 

Who Can Apply?
Michigan Conference Congregations, Conference Agencies, District Agencies, and UMC related non-profits and organizations. 

What are the funding priorities?
Grants will be awarded to new, innovative projects that fulfill the Michigan Conference Purpose and Vision with the following characteristics:
· New, emerging, and/or innovative project that makes “...disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
· Part of a larger ministry strategy for your congregation, agency, or organization. 
· Build relationships with a variety of partners.
· Demonstrate potential for replication or multiplication in other contexts.
· Address pressing issues impacting the local church, local community, and/or the world.
· Plan for evaluating outcomes and the process.
· Demonstrated potential for sustainability (i.e., activities will continue beyond the grant).

What is the ideal amount entities should request for grant consideration?
Grant request amounts should be between $500 and $5000. 

What is the grant application process? 
Grants will be awarded no less than bi-annually. 

Two Grant Deadlines:  
March 1, deadline for grants that begin by May 1; or 
October 1, deadline for grants that begin by December 1. 

The Conference Leadership Council (CLC) will review grant applications and make funding decisions. The CLC may refer applicants to other Conference Agencies for funding consideration. The CLC may also encourage two or more separate applicant entities to partner together on their grant request if there are particularly fruitful synergies identified. Priority will be given to first-time applicants.  

Grants are on a yearly basis. Project may apply for a second year of funding. Projects will only receive two-years of consecutive funding. Projects must wait as many years to reapply as they received funds (i.e., a one-year award requires a one-year resting period; an entity awarded two-years of funding in consecutive years must wait two-years to reapply).

Congregations, agencies, and organizations may only apply for one grant per calendar a year. 

Please Email Completed Application To:
Katja Falker
Conference Leadership Council, President
Phone: 906.281.4129 		Email:  ksfalker@gmail.com
and
Yolanda Thomas
Executive Assistant
			Phone: 517.347.4030		Email:  ythomas@michiganumc.org 


























MICHIGAN CONFERENCE GRANT APPLICATION

[bookmark: Text4]Date:       

	[bookmark: Text1]Name of Ministry/Project:       

	Name of Congregation, Agency, or UM Related Organization:       

	District:        Central Bay          East Winds          Greater Detroit          Greater Southwest
      Heritage          Northern Skies          Western Waters

	Address:       

	City:       
	State:       
	Zip:       

	Phone:       
	Fax:       



	Primary Contact Name:       
Address:       

	City:       
	State:       
	Zip:       

	Phone:       
	Fax:       

	Email:       



Please complete the grant amount you are requesting and check what vision area(s) your project will address. 
	Grant Amount:  $      

	Christ-Centered Mission & Ministry:       
	Bold & Effective Leaders:         



	Describe the purpose of the project in the form of a 280-Character Tweet:
     



	Does your congregation, agency, or organization currently receive conference funds: 

	Yes:       
	No:       
	If yes, what is the amount? $      



	Do you agree and/or need assistance with an evaluation process to complete an end-of-project written evaluation?
	Yes:       
	No:     






Please attach responses to the following questions:
1. What is the primary purpose and primary goals of your project? (150 words or less)
2. How does your project innovatively address the goals of the Conference Vision Statement? What is new and/or emerging about the proposed project activities? (150 words or less)
3. How will you know if your project accomplishes its goals? (150 words or less)
4. Describe the partners and relationships that will be created or sustained for this proposed project to be successful. (150 words or less)
5. What other resources would be beneficial to your ministry development process?  (eg: coaching/connection to Conference Staff/training)
6. What is your plan for the project to continue beyond the grant? Describe also how the proposed activities can be scaled or multiplied in additional settings. (150 words or less)
7. What is your project’s budget? Please include:
Income (MI Conference Grant Request, Other UMC and/or Community Grants, Budgeted Funds).
Line-Item Expenses.

Signatures:

	
Applicant:

________________________________________________

	

Date: ______________________

	
District Superintendent OR Clergy Assistant to the Bishop/Director of Connectional Ministries

_________________________________________________

	

Date: ______________________
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