Letter Outline
· Formal salutation: 
· Dear Representative (include last name)
· Dear Senator (include last name)
· Share your:
· Reason for writing: increased access to mental health care
· If you are visiting in person, let them know.
· Share your support for these, and request or thank them for theirs. If you don’t know their current position, ask them.
· HB 4707 on mental health parity, which would require insurance companies to cover mental health care at the same rates as physical care.
· HB 5371 and HB 5372 to codify Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics  (CCBHCs) into state law. Services at CCBHCs are available to anyone, regardless of age, residency, ability to pay, insurance coverage, or severity of mental illness. This program has been piloted in Michigan since 2020 and this would keep them open and expand access.
· Increase funding in the budget for a full menu of complementary care, including inpatient psychiatric beds and stepdown levels of care.
· Share why increasing access to mental health care is important to you.
· Include your name, postal address, email address, and phone number.
· End with encouragement or a blessing.

