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2022 Michigan Annual Conference
Legacy Reports
Presented by the Rev. Dr. Jerome DeVine
June 4, 2022
We are closing ten (10) chartered churches in the Michigan Conference this year. We now
honor the legacy and sacrifices of each of these ministries.

(slide 1)
Grand Rapids Genesis UMC: The Genesis United Methodist Church near Grand Rapids closed
effective November 29, 2021. A final service of worship and deconsecration took place on
October 3, 2021.
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The year was 1995 when a clergy couple arrived in Forest Hills, just east of Grand Rapids, with a
vision to plant a new faith community. Initially no people, no building, no name for the vision &
ministry that would come to be. What they did know is that they especially wanted to engage
neighbors who’d never been part of church, or who were “de-churched” – turned off or just
hadn’t found a way to connect in the Body of Christ anywhere. It became clear they were
being called to embody a progressive and inclusive faith community, one with celebrative,
liberal, evangelistic energy, both in worship and group life.
Four core values guided the leadership, and the community would hold on to them
tenaciously:
1- Celebration
2- Community
3- Extended Hand (beyond ourselves)
4- Open Chair (always asking “who is not here yet?”)
Once guests saw that Genesis Church was open to all, and meant what it said about showing
the hospitable and life-giving path of Christ, people began to come with all their questions and
longings.
Within a few years, Genesis UM Church was chartered. Worship moved from borrowed space
at the local high school auditorium to breaking ground in a previous automotive parts plant on
Cascade Road, converting it into a beautiful and colorful design-build project for worship,
mission and group life. The church thrived in those initial years. After the founding pastors were
re-appointed, the congregation was served by several other pastors, before selling the building
and moving into the former Snow UMC building in the countryside near Lowell.
Genesis UMC made the decision to close in the fall of 2021; a decision made prayerfully over
the course of several years. We can trust that the seeds that were planted throughout Genesis'
ministries are germinating. They have in some cases already brought fruit. We give thanks to
the Holy Trinity that makes all things new.
For 25 years, Genesis Church communicated the Gospel in distinctively different ways, so that
persons could grow and become mature followers of Jesus Christ.
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(slide 2)
Kent City Chapel Hill UMC: The Chapel Hill United Methodist Church of Kent City closed
effective May 31, 2021. A final service of worship and deconsecration was held on May 9,
2021. Chapel Hill UMC resulted from the vital merger of the Casnovia Methodist Church, and
the Kent City Methodist Church.
In the 1850’s Casnovia and Kent City residents began meeting together in the Hayward school
and formed a Methodist Class. In 1872 the Casnovia Methodist Church was organized and a
church building was dedicated in 1878 on property purchased for $1.00. In 1954 this church
would support a full-time minister for the first time in its history.
In 1872 the members of the Kent City Methodist Church began meeting at the corner of Main
and Muskegon streets in Kent City. Later they would purchase the United Brethren
building. Twice in their church history, the church building burned; and twice the congregation
rebuilt.
In 1965 the two churches began sharing a pastor and began to envision the two congregations
merging, and building a facility that would better serve their growing congregations. In the
summer of 1967, with a look to the future, the church leadership turned the first shovels of dirt
at the groundbreaking ceremony. On a Sunday morning in the summer of 1968, carrying bibles
and hymnals, the two congregations walked the nearly two miles from the Kent City Church to
begin worshiping in the new building. That vital merger created the congregation known as
Chapel Hill United Methodist Church.
As a congregation mission projects include those recommended by our Conference as well as
many local services. In its short forty-five year history Chapel Hill experienced nine pastoral
leadership changes. Chapel Hill like so many other rural congregations has for much of the past
twenty years, struggled with declining attendance and, financial shortfalls. Yet, in the midst of
it all, the words of one visitor sums it up: “This little church in the middle of the cornfield is
offering a big hunk of Jesus to all who step through its doors. And that is a wonderful thing.

4

That’s just what this little village church is doing… planting seeds, and nurturing them, and
faithfully fulfilling its mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.”

(slide 3)
Lansing First UMC: The First United Methodist Church of Lansing closed effective January 1,
2022. A final service and deconsecration took place on December 26, 2021.
Available records indicate that First United Methodist Church may be the oldest church
organization in the City of Lansing, with the first protestant sermon being preached to some
neighbors in a log cabin of a resident by a circuit rider, in 1845. The first Methodist class
meeting was organized in 1846, and the first Quarterly Conference was held in 1848. Over the
decades the congregation moved from facility to facility, first buying an existing building and
then building new ones, as the congregation grew even as the city of Lansing continued to
grow.
In anticipation of that growth the congregation sold an existing building and began preparations
to build on the property on Delta River Drive, their final location. From 1962 until 1967, they
worshiped at Northwestern Elementary School, using the all-purpose gym. December 1966,
was the ground breaking ceremony for the current Church building. The first Worship service
was December 10, 1967. Then, in 1968, the Seymour Avenue Methodist Church merged with
First United Methodist Church and brought the wonderful Sauerkraut Supper tradition with
them.
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The Youth had mission trips to Kentucky - Red Bird Mission and Southern Ohio. There were
Choirs, musicals, liturgical dance groups, a vibrant travelling Puppet Ministry, and many more
activities. In more recent years, there was a concerted effort to reach out to a changing
neighborhood and to the local elementary school.
This Church has a long and rich history as Methodist and then United Methodist. We give
thanks to God for lives changed by this community of faith. As they closed, they were able to
gift many things to other United Methodist churches, to outreach ministries and community
groups. Their legacy lives on through others.

(slide 4)
Lulu UMC: The Lulu United Methodist Church closed effective April 1, 2022 with a
desconsecration service on March 14, 2022. The final regular worship serve was September 26,
2021.
Lulu United Methodist church has been a fixture at the main crossroad in the town of Lulu, in
Ida Township since the early 1900s. Generations of families have worshiped and grown in their
faith as part of this community. In recent years, Wings Mission operated out of the church
building. Wings was an outreach providing food and other goods for those in need. Those who
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supported the mission helped to provide special meals for the holidays, and warm winter
clothes for area families.

(slide 5)
Minden City UMC: The Minden City United Methodist Church closed effective January 1, 2022.
A final service of worship was held on December 26, 2022 and a deconsecration on December
29, 2021.
The Village of Minden City in the northern region of Michigan’s Thumb was established around
1855. The Methodists residing in the area rallied together for worship and organized a church
society in the township in 1856.With their labor and efforts, a building for First Methodist
Episcopal Church was completed around 1880. It was a beautiful red brick structure with a large
bell tower and was located at the west end of Main Street. Behind the church were barns to
house the horses during services. The parsonage was located next door to the west of the
sanctuary.
In 1951, just as Sunday services were about to commence, the stove overheated and the church
burned to the ground. Brokenhearted, but strong in God’s Spirit, the congregation joined
together and, with many hours of labor and planning, a house of worship was constructed. It
remained the physical home for the congregation until the church’s closure.
The congregation remained strong and steadfast in its rural setting where sugar beets and
beans were harvested year after year. Minden City United Methodist Church consistently
embraced a spirit of hospitality, extending a warm welcome to all who would join them in
worship and opening its doors to everyone, regardless of church affiliation. They were ever
eager to share the Good News of Jesus Christ and consistently offered Sunday School classes for
both youth and adults.
As the population trends saw a depletion and aging remnant of persons living in the area, the
church was continued by a few faithful and self-giving leaders. Members of the church then
sought other United Methodist Churches where they could continue the legacy of their faith
and generosity.
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(slide 6)

Monroe Calvary UMC: The Calvary United Methodist Church of Monroe closed effective
December 1, 2021 with a final worship and deconsecration service on November 14, 2021.
Monroe Calvary United Methodist Church was known as a praying church. They were
consistently faithful in connectional giving and mission support. In addition to offering spirited
worship and fellowship, the church financially supported Paula’s house, UMCOR, mobile food
distribution, and a mission in Mexico. We particularly celebrate their connection to Waterloo
School where they provided supplies, free haircuts and support for local families.

(slide 7)
Redford New Beginnings UMC. The New Beginnings United Methodist Church of Redford
closed effective January 31, 2022. The Service of Closing and De-consecration was held on
Sunday, December 12, 2021. Redford: New Beginnings UMC was formed with the merger of
Rice Memorial UMC and Lola Valley UMC in 2005 after declining membership and attendance.
These two congregations shared a pastor from 1999 until their merger.
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Beech-Eight Mile Road Church held its first worship service for a new church on November 7,
1954 in the auditorium of Burgess Public School at Frisbee and Winston Streets in Detroit. The
church selected the name Rice Memorial on December 12, 1954. On Sunday March 19, 1961
the new sanctuary was consecrated at Beech-Daly and Eight Mile Roads in Detroit by Bishop
Marshall Reid. The congregation grew in membership and mission.
Lola Valley UMC had its beginnings with a group of individuals who began worshipping at
Redford Union High School in Redford, Michigan on January 30, 1955. The congregation moved
its worship services and Sunday School to the Chapel of the Methodist Children’s Home Society
in Redford. In December 1956 a building site was purchased. On September 24, 1961 ground
was broken for construction. And on September 9, 1962 the new building was consecrated. The
congregation experienced growth for several years.
The two congregations merged as New Beginnings UMC in 2005 and settled in the building of
Lola Valley UMC in Redford, Michigan. The Rice Memorial property was sold and the Lola Valley
parsonage was retained for the pastor. On Sunday, September 19, 2021, the congregational
charge conference voted unanimously to close. We praise God for the ministry, witness, and
mission of Redford: New Beginnings UMC and the many lives changed by the saving grace of
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

(slides 8-10)
Fenwick Circuit:
(slide 8)
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Vickeryville UMC Formed in 1889. Their mission statement: “A small community church with a
big heart, led by the Holy Spirit, caring and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ, throughout
the world.”
(slide 9):

Fenwick UMC Formed in 1891. Their mission statement: “Our mission is to serve our
community with God’s love”.

(slide 10):

Palo UMC formed in 1852. Their mission statement: “We are a caring church family guided by
the Holy Spirit, teaching God’s love by accepting everyone unconditionally”.
(no slide)
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In 1968 a study of a larger parish program took place at around the same time that the Uniting
Conference of the Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Churches took place. In 1970,
the three churches of Fenwick, Palo and Vickeryville became the Fenwick Circuit of the United
Methodist Church. Each of the three churches always made serious efforts to give monthly to
various charitable groups and United Methodist-sponsored Special Sunday offerings. They liked
to say “We may be small, but we are mighty.” Their model was to be like “David” of the Goliath
story.
As with many congregations, there were other efforts to help make their presence felt in the
communities: bazaars, bake sales, ice cream socials, monthly pot luck dinners, gifts for children
[mainly at Christmastime, but other times as needed (mittens, gently used shoes, hats)], cards
mailed to area people for birthdays and anniversaries, sharing food with home-bound persons
(after pot luck dinners, or maybe just because extra was enjoyed by some others), helping
church family with necessary travel and other needs, and making tray favors for nursing home
residents.
The Fenwick Circuit will cease as of September 6, 2022. And, the Vickeryville, Fenwick and Palo
United Methodist Churches will close effective September 6, 2022.

Mr. Chairperson to the 2022 Michigan Annual Conference Corporate Session, in accordance
with paragraph 2549 of the 2016 Book of Discipline, the Cabinet moves that these ten (10)
churches be closed as of the following dates:
Grand Rapids: Genesis UMC, November 29, 2021
Kent City: Chapel Hill UMC,May 31, 2021
Lansing: First UMC, January 1, 2022
Lulu UMC, April 1, 2022
Minden City UMC, January 1, 2022
Monroe: Calvary UMC, December 1, 2021
Redford: New Beginnings UMC, January 31, 2022
Vickeryville UMC, September 6, 2022
Fenwick UMC, September 6, 2022
Palo UMC, September 6, 2022

