Christmas Eve – Family Service

SCRIPT
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       Name:
CHRISTMAS EVE -  FAMILY SERVICE SCRIPT
SILENT MEDITATION:
We must continue to share the story - to hear about the hope God has sent in Jesus Christ. God’s hope is here among us, within us, surrounding us, and binding us together as one glorious multitude. Because of this story - because of the Christ Child-the world is forever changed; our lives are forever founded on Hope. We have heard the angels’ affirmation: 

“Good News! Great Joy! Fear Not! Hope Is Ours!” 

PRELUDE







        


Use this space to share where people should be at the beginning of worship

Pastor sits on pew on pulpit side

Gabriel prepares in Room 
Angels prepare in Room 
Sheep prepare in Room 
Shepherds prepare in Room 
Innkeeper prepares in Room
Magi prepare in Room 
Mary and Joseph prepare in Room 
See “Places” attachment for more detailed information about starting places

Acolyte lights the candles, puts Candle Lighter away and waits by the windows until the 1st carol. 

WELCOME

Pastor moves to microphone for Welcome.
Pastor/Leader:  Welcome to Sample United Methodist Church. We’re really glad you came. We request that there be no flash photography during the worship service. The children will stay in their positions at the conclusion of the service, so you will have an opportunity to take photos then. Thank you. Please stand and join in singing of “O Come All Ye Faithful.” 
Congregation stands.

Pastor moves back to seat.

During the singing of the hymn, Narrator 1 will go to the pew on the lectern side. Narrator 2 moves to the microphone.

*CAROL:   O Come All Ye Faithful
 (standing)


      
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels; O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

*CALL TO WORSHIP







LEADER: 
Please join me in the Call to Worship and the Prayer of Invocation.

(Wait a moment for congregation to get ready.)
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  

All:

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

LEADER: 
Those who lived in the land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.
All:

We have seen Christ’s glory.

LEADER:
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.

All:

In Christ is life, and the life is the light of all people.
LEADER:
Please join me in the Prayer of Invocation
LEADER *PRAYER OF INVOCATION: (In Unison)
Loving God, we thank you for this night, a night of excitement as we wait to celebrate again the birth of Jesus. We thank you for the joyful sound of carols, the warmth of families together, the laughter of children, and the blessing of your presence among us. For all you are to us, we give you our praise. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

You may be seated

Congregation sits. Leader returns to her seat.

The ? Family comes to the front and does the Christ Candle Reading and lighting
Lighting of the Christ Candle

The ? Family
Prepare the Way of the Lord UMH 207
Prepare the way of the Lord. Prepare the way of the Lord, and all people will see the salvation of our God.
During the singing of Prepare the Way of the Lord, the ? Family will return to their seats.

Offering







      
Offertory Music                







* CAROL:    Joy to the World (standing)


        


Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and heaven and nature sing.

Congregation sits.
Narrators () move to microphone.

THE CHRISTMAS CAMEO BEGINS…

WELCOME

Narrator 1:  Welcome! 

It is almost Christmas – in Bethlehem and all over the world. 

In the country and in the city, high in snowy mountains and throughout dry, desert lands, along the seashores and in the hot, steamy rainforests, people are waiting for Christmas to come.

Narrator 2: Tonight, we welcome you to our Christmas Eve program at Central United Methodist Church.  On the first Christmas, the heavens stirred above Bethlehem in the land of Judea.

Today, more than two thousand years later, the celebration of Christ’s birth has become a worldwide festival of spirit and light: a light that has flared across centuries and lit every corner of our earth.  

Narrator 3:  The story of Christmas is the miracle of God’s Son arriving as a child.  Christmas is such a time of anticipation and joy for children. Christmas is a time that stirs our hearts and imaginations.  The Christmas tree, the manger scene, the music and carols, the lights shining in the winter darkness joyfully proclaim the birth of Jesus Christ and call us to come and adore Him. In our worship time together this evening, the hope is to capture a child’s sense of awe as we look at this wondrous event. 

Narrator 1:  Christmas is coming very soon, and children all over the world wonder as they are told the story of Jesus’ birth. We wait in anticipation and everywhere around us we see signs of Christmas.

Narrator 2: And so it started…on that very special night over 2,000 years ago. This is a marvelous story of God giving a precious gift to God’s children. The gift of Jesus is a gift that shall last through eternity. Once again, this story will come alive in our hearts and become new for us! Follow us, Follow us to Bethlehem.

Mary enters from pews and moves to the chancel area, holding a small broom.  Mary will sweep and look happy and busy. 
AN ANGEL APPEARS TO MARY  

Narrator 3:  Long ago, in a city of Galilee called Nazareth, there lived a young woman, and the woman’s name was Mary. Mary was very kind and good, and she was also very special. One day the angel Gabriel, who was sent by God, came to Mary and said.

Stagehand hands microphone & card with words to Gabriel. Gabriel enters through Pulpit door, moves to his spot on the floor, stands with handheld microphone, facing Mary. 
Mary looks at Gabriel. Mary puts down her broom and bows her head. She remains standing.
Narrator 2:   “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you."
Narrator 3:  At first, Mary was troubled by the angel’s greeting.  But he went on…
Narrator 2:  "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end."
Narrator 3:  All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  “Look, the young woman shall conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”

During the singing of the carol:

Gabriel (Mary) gives microphone to stagehand and stands on her spot.

Mary goes down side aisle to the Narthex.

Joseph (?) enters from chancel pew with blanket, moves to center stage and lies down on the blanket, pretending to sleep.
CAROL:  
Away in a Manger  



         


Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

JOSEPH IS TOLD THAT MARY WILL BEAR A SON

Narrator 1:  Mary did not tell anyone about the visit from the angel.  But one person who did know her secret was Joseph, the man she had promised to marry.  

Gabriel raises arms over Joseph.
Joseph raises himself on his elbow and looks up.

Narrator 1:  An angel had come to Joseph in a dream and told him that Mary was going to bear a son, and that he should call him Jesus, and that he would save people.  So Joseph took Mary for his wife, because the angel had told him to.

Joseph picks up his bed roll and goes down side aisle to the Narthex.
Gabriel exits and goes back through tunnel and back to Room 112/Narthex to join other angels with ?.
A DECREE IS SENT OUT
Narrator 2:  In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration. All went to their own towns to be registered.

During the singing of the carol, stagehand moves the manger and two pillows to center stage, and then returns to seat.

During the singing of the carol the Innkeeper moves to front center stage to meet Mary and Joseph.
CAROL:  
O Little Town of Bethlehem 


         

 
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, The silent stars go by; Yet in thy dark streets shineth, The everlasting Light; The hopes and fears of all the years, Are met in thee tonight.

MARY AND JOSEPH GO TO BETHLEHEM AND JESUS IS BORN
Mary and Joseph will enter and Narrator will begin talking.

Mary and Joseph walk in from the Narthex to the Innkeeper. Mary will not have baby Jesus with her yet! 
Narrator 3:  Joseph had been born in Bethlehem, far away.  So Mary and Joseph packed up their belongings and set off on a journey.  Days later, they reached Bethlehem dirty and tired. The town was crowded with people. Mary and Joseph went from inn to inn, trying to find somewhere to stay, but every inn was full.  Finally, a kind innkeeper took pity on them. He had no spare rooms, but he did have a stable.
Innkeeper will point at the pillows. Mary and Joseph will sit on the pillows.  The Innkeeper will go back and sit on the pews on the left side of the chancel. 

Narrator 3:  Mary was worried. She knew her baby would be born soon. Mary was happy now that they had found a warm and clean place to rest.

Angels gather in Narthex, Shepherds and sheep gather in hallway 
Stagehand gives Baby Jesus (wrapped in a blanket) to Mary. Then she returns to her seat.

Mary lays Baby Jesus gently in the manger.
Narrator 3:  Later that night, in the snug little stable, Mary’s baby, a boy was born.  She called him Jesus, the name the angel had given her, and wrapped him warmly in a blanket. Gently, Mary laid Jesus in a manger filled with soft hay.  Mary and Joseph smiled happily. They knew that Jesus was a special baby.

During the singing of the carol, angels and Gabriel enter from the Narthex, walk down the center aisle and stand on their spots.
CAROL: 
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing  




Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king; peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

ANGELS TELL THE SHEPHERDS OF CHRIST’S BIRTH

Shepherds enter with our “children sheep”/stuffed animals from the Narthex, walking up the center aisle to their spots.

Stagehand hands Gabriel a microphone and card with lines on it.

Magi gather in Narthex

Narrator 1:  Meanwhile, on a nearby hillside, some shepherds, taking care of their flock of sheep, had gathered together to tell stories through the night. Suddenly a brilliant light filled the sky. An angel appeared before the fearful shepherds.  

Narrator 2:  “I bring you good tidings of great joy. This day, a baby has been born in Bethlehem.  You will find him lying in a manger.”


Narrator 1:  As the shepherds looked up, astonished, the sky blazed with light.  Angels appeared, shining brighter than the brightest stars, singing and praising God. 

Narrator 2:  Peace on Earth. Good will to all people!
Narrator 1:  The shepherds were excited.  “We must go to Bethlehem at once, to see the baby and worship him.”  And off they went taking a small lamb with them for a gift.

Narrator 2: The shepherds hurried to Bethlehem as fast as they could.  There, in the stable, they found Mary, Joseph and the Baby Jesus.  The shepherds knelt quietly by the manger, careful not to wake the sleeping baby.  Filled with love, they presented the lamb to the baby before returning to their sheep in the hills. On their way back, they told everyone they met about the amazing things they had seen and heard.

THE MAGI FOLLOW THE STAR
The Magi get ready to enter.

Narrator 3:  Far away to the east, some magi saw a bright new star in the sky.  The star was a sign that a king had been born.  The magi followed the star to Jerusalem, in search of the new ruler. They rested by day and traveled by night so that they could follow the great star. The Magi brought precious gold, sweet smelling frankincense and healing myrrh.  They bowed down and worshipped the child.

The Magi enter during the singing of the carol and walk to their spots by the manger. One by one as they reach the manger they raise their gifts to Jesus and put them on the floor next to him.
CAROL:  We Three Kings  




    


We three kings of Orient are, Bearing gifts we traverse afar. Field and fountain, moor and mountain, Following yonder star. O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light.

CLOSING












Narrator 1: We hope that we have portrayed for you the story of Christ’s birth through our Christmas Cameo and the singing of carols.  
Narrator 2: We pray this worship reminds you of God’s goodness. May we remember with wonder, God’s gift of Jesus in the world. 

Narrator 3: The lesson of Christmas is not only the story of Bethlehem, but one of realizing God’s love born within us. 
Narrator 1: Please stand and sing together, Silent Night. (you may wish to add more details to this depending on your context and if you light candles/provide glowsticks)
Congregation stands.

*CAROL:
Silent Night 


                     


Silent Night, Holy Night, 

All is calm, all is bright

Round yon virgin mother and child.

Holy infant so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace,

Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent Night, Holy Night, 

Shepherds quake at the sight,

Glories stream from heaven afar,

Heavenly hosts sign alleluia;

Christ, the Savior, is born!

Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent Night, Holy Night, 

Son of God, love’s pure light,

Radiant beams form thy holy face,

With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

BENEDICTION






 
Children stay where they are, standing on their spots. Parents, etc. can take photos now. 

POSTLUDE






         


Thank you and Merry Christmas!
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