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September 20, 2018 | “Disasters have a 
way of creating new tension in our 
hearts. We want to provide the help we 
think people need and we have to       
respond immediately,” says Michigan 
Conference Disaster Response Coordina-
tor Dan O’Malley.  
 

Dan goes on to explain that in the      
Rescue and Emergency Phase of        
response to Hurricane Florence, only 
skilled first responders are able to help 

preserve life and property. In other words, 
untrained persons should not rush to the 
east coast right now to lend a hand.  
 

But that doesn’t mean that there’s no way 
to respond. Making donations to Disaster 
Response U.S. Advance Special #901670 
is a great way to enable UMCOR to “be 
there” when disaster strikes and to “stay 
there” until the job is done. 
 

In addition, a year after Michigan United 
Methodists collected relief supplies for 
response to Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and 
Maria, another collection drive started   

September 20 that runs through October 
5 for those affected by Hurricane       
Florence. Bulk containers of supplies for 
cleaning and hygiene kits are to be taken 
to drop-off sites. Corrigan Moving     
Company is generously donating their 
services to transport the materials to the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center in 
Chatham, IL. The list of materials being 
collected can be found online. Do not 
assemble the kits. Pack like items with 
like, label and take to … 
 

Go to ……...….. STORM p. 14 

~umcor photo 
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                         The Joyful Journey 

Recently I have been reading Second Corinthians. Twice in the 

fourth chapter, Paul writes, “We do not lose heart.” In between, 
we are given some clues as to why he might be repeating the 
phrase. Yes, God’s light shines in our hearts, “but we have this 
treasure in clay jars,” or, in Eugene Peterson’s rendering in The 

Message, “the unadorned clay pots of our ordinary lives.” In those lives, we are afflicted 
though not crushed, perplexed though not despairing, persecuted though not forsaken, 
struck down though not destroyed. We can all relate to Paul’s words, at least sometimes. 
 

There are reasons to lose heart. Fifty years since the death of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. racism still inhibits the American dream. Inequality has grown while civility had 
diminished. Deep divisions within our country cloud a vision of the common good. Too 
many places in the world are at war. Too many children go to bed hungry. Too many      
people are imprisoned by addiction. Communities and families continue to overcome    
natural disasters, and here I would thank so many of you who have worked to help                  
others do just that. For too many people, the message of God’s love in Jesus Christ is    
difficult to hear because the church has not reflected that love, but rather been a place              
that wounds instead of heals. 
 

Within our United Methodist Church, the future is uncertain. Decisions to be made at the 
special called session of the General Conference in St. Louis, February 23-26, 2019 will 
have wide-ranging impact on how we 
might continue to live together as a           
denomination. I will be convening             
conversations about General Conference 
2019 throughout the Conference this 
fall, and you will find that schedule at the 
end of this essay. I am delighted to share 
that members of the Michigan delegation 
to General  Conference will be joining 
me at each location to listen and respond 
to your questions and concerns. 
 

Amid all the discouraging events in our 
world, amid uncertainty in the church, 
we hear Paul’s words, “We do not lose 
heart.” We can, and should, look                
honestly at our lives and the world and 
see the struggles and pains and disappointments, yet we do not lose heart. What might that 
mean? In pondering that question, I identify three dimensions to not losing heart. 
 

To not lose heart is to refuse to give in to our fear and discouragement. This is not a                    
refusal to feel fear and discouragement, it is a refusal to be identified by our fear and                   
discouragement. I often share these words from a treasured essay by Parker Palmer. “Be 
not afraid does not mean we cannot have fear…. Instead, the words say we do not need   
to be the fear we have.” (Let Your Life Speak, 93-94) We will have fear, will know it and   
experience it. We need not be our fear, let it identify us, live primarily out of it.  
 

My family and I spent a week in Berlin this summer. It is a beautiful and vibrant city with 
wonderful museums, a fabulous public transportation system, hundreds of outdoor cafes. 
Seventy years ago, it was a city recovering from being a battleground. For nearly 30 years it 
was a city divided  by a wall, remnants of which remain, and reminders of which are easily 
found. To let fear identify us is to forget about human resilience. More importantly, it is to 
forget about the God of Jesus Christ who is about resurrection and new life. 
 

 

Go to …………………………….……………………. BISHOP p. 14 

 

  Bishop David Bard 
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Michigan prepares for the 2019 General Conference 

KAY DEMOSS 

Senior Content Editor 
 
Much is being published regarding the 
plans and petitions coming before the 
2019 General Conference. There is also 
much prognostication going on regarding 
those plans. Perhaps this is a good time 
to turn from plans, petitions, and             
prognostications to the people involved 
in the Way Forward. Those include               
Bishop David Bard, pastors, and laity 
around the state, and Michigan Confer-
ence delegates to General Conference. 
 

First, a reminder that Bishop Bard will be 
logging many miles this fall in his effort 
to listen and interact with persons around 
the 2019 General Conference. He talks 
about these Connectional Conversations 
in his blog on page 2. 
 

The Bishop has scheduled 11 sessions  
over the next three months starting                
September 25 and concluding December 
6. See page 14. These offer opportunities 
for every United Methodist in Michigan 
to express himself or herself and engage 
with issues, values, and possibilities that 
lie ahead. 
 

Another important way for all to become 
involved is with prayer. Become part of 
the worldwide United Methodist prayer 
community at umcprays.org. 
 

Finally, there are the people who make up 
the Michigan delegation, who are                       
preparing their minds and spirits for the 
legislative work that will shape the future 
of the denomination. 
 

In 2014 the West Michigan Annual               
Conference elected their delegates to the 
2016 General Conference in Portland. A 
year later, in 2015, the Detroit Annual 
Conference delegation was elected. Little 
did anyone know at the time that those 
persons would be attending two sessions 
of The General Conference. 
 

Annual Conferences were given the             
option of sending their delegates to the 
2016 General Conference to the called 
session in 2019 or electing another set of 
delegates. When the 2017 Michigan              
Conference met in Acme, members to 
both the West Michigan and Detroit  
Annual conferences voted to send their 
2016 delegates to St. Louis. 

These delegates are: 
 

Detroit Conference Clergy: Rev. Dr. 
Charles Boayue, Rev. Joy Barrett,                
Rev. Melanie Carey 
Detroit Conference Laity: Jackie Euper, 
Wayne Bank, Diane Brown 
Detroit Jurisdictional Conference Clergy: 
Rev. Megan Walther, Rev. Dr. Matthew 
Hook, Rev. Laura Speiran, Rev. Dr.  
Sherry Parker (alternate), Rev. Dr. Tara 
Sutton (alternate) 
Detroit Jurisdictional Conference Laity: 
Alex Plum, Claudia Bowers, Ruby               
Anderson, Ruth Sutton (alternate), Isaac 
Garrigues-Cortelyou (alternate) 
 

West Michigan Conference Clergy:            
Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai (for Bishop             
Laurie Haller) 
West Michigan Conference Laity: Nichea 
VerVeer Guy 
West Michigan Jurisdictional Conference 
Clergy: Rev. Benton Heisler, Rev. John 
Boley (alternate) 
West Michigan Jurisdictional Conference 
Laity: Laurie Dahlman, Laura Witkowski 
(alternate), Anne Soles (alternate) 
 

The Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue and Nichea 
Guy serve as co-chairs of the combined 
delegation. Nichea Guy explains that 

these delegates are currently designated 
“as elected by West Michigan                              
Conference” and “as elected by Detroit 
Conference” but will be seated as a    
Michigan Delegation once in St. Louis.  
 

As they did in preparation for the 2016 
General Conference, the delegations are 
preparing for the 2019 Session together. 
Historically neither the Detroit nor West 
Michigan delegations have voted “in a 
block.” “We each vote our conscience,” 
Guy said.  
 

Bishop Bard has announced that                  
members of the Michigan delegation will 
be joining him in the settings for                       
Connectional Conversation both to listen 
and to help respond to questions and 
concerns. 
 

Plans. Prognostications. People. Prayer. 
“God is not yet done with God’s church, 
even if that church might come to look 
very different,” says Bishop Bard. “God’s 
light shines in each of us, even in the 
unadorned clay pots of our ordinary lives. 
We do not lose heart. There remains 
beauty, goodness, kindness, the work of 
justice, peace and reconciliation, and 
nothing is stronger than love.”  
 

Michigan delegates gather for morning prayer before a particularly intense day at 

the 2016 General Conference held in Portland, Oregon. Spiritual grounding is an 

important part of the legislative process. ~ mic photo/Mark Doyal 



Three new US-2s have arrived for ministry in Michigan 
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KAY DEMOSS 

Senior Editor-Writer MIUMC 
 

Ten Global Mission           
Fellows in the US-2 track are 
ready to begin two years of 
service in communities across 
the United States.  
 

These US-2s just completed 
two weeks of training in        
preparation for their                   
assignments with the General 
Board of Global Ministries.  
 

The training concluded with a 
Service of Commissioning on 
Aug. 30 at the Global                        
Ministries Center in Atlanta. 
These US-2s now join 57 

the call of Christ to “make 
disciples of all nations.”  
 

US-2s will serve in social                  
justice-oriented roles and, as 
general secretary Thomas 
Kemper proclaimed during 
the Service of Commission-
ing, “live out the gospel in the 
communities they serve.”  
 

Three of the new US-2s are 
coming to Michigan.  
 

Emily Burns, will serve as the 
community organizer at                   
Kalamazoo: Sunnyside United 
Methodist Church.  
 

 Jinnia Siironen, arrives at 

Global Mission Fellows on 
the international track              
commissioned on Aug. 9 in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 
 

Bishop R. Lawson Bryan of 
the South Georgia Annual 
Conference delivered the   
sermon and presided over the 
act of commissioning in the 
service in Atlanta. As he 
placed his hands on each 
young adult, he prayed, “I 
commission you to take the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ into all the world. 
Amen.” The act of commis-
sioning is a public affirmation 
made by the church to uphold 

NOAH Project in Detroit to 
serve as case manager.  
 

Asti White  will coordinate    
intentional community and 
social justice, at the Wesley 
Foundation of Kalamazoo.  
 

Biographies are available at 
www.umcmission.org.  
 

The Michigan Conference 
has received the “Golden 
Yam” Award (Young Adult 
Missionaries) for most new 
site placements in a confer-
ence and for the greatest 
number of new Global                   
Mission Fellows in a                    
conference. 

The Michigan Conference received the "Golden Yam" from General Board of Global Ministries' Global Mission Fellow/US-2 

track for having the greatest increase in the number of new GMF/US-2 and site recruitment. Asti White and Emily Burns, 

newly arrived GMF/US-2s deliver the Golden Yam to Lisa Batten, Conference Coordinator of Young Adult Initiatives, and 

Matt Weiler, pastor Kalamazoo: Sunnyside UMC. ~ photo courtesy Lisa Batten  
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District dialogue … gaining perspective 

 

 

REV. DR. MARGIE CRAWFORD 

Superintendent, Midwest District 

 
Perspective is one of  those words that makes one pause. It is              
defined as a way of  regarding something or a point of  view.                  
Whenever we employ our perspective, we can see through                 
another’s eyes, and hear what is being said in a fresh way. We can 
also give voice to those who are unable to speak for themselves,                 
or journey beside someone who opens new doors for us.  

Innovators are able to live in a world that imagines what’s possible 
as a new reality, rather than an impossible dream. Their excitement 
is contagious. We begin to have hope for the future.  

As I was driving into work the other day, I listened to a news story about Richard Branson, the 
business tycoon who is investing in space tourism as his next venture. Recently, when he learned 
that other companies were also launching crafts into the stratosphere, he became excited about 
the possibility. His desire is for people to travel to space, and see our world from a different view, 
gaining a new perspective on how precious our planet and the people on it are.  

And then I thought,….isn’t that what Jesus did when He came to walk among us? He invited each 
of  us to see the world through God’s eyes, to hear what those around us were saying and to speak 
about what it means to be forgiven for our sins. Jesus saw everyone’s worth and value. Those He 
called to be his disciples had little formal education, and no training in how to spread the Good 
News. And yet, they became the heralds and messengers of  our Christian faith.  

A lawyer who correctly interpreted the law learned a powerful lesson about who could be his 
neighbor. A Samaritan woman became an evangelist because she was offered living water.                                       
Nicodemus, a Pharisee discovered what it meant to be born again. Even Martha understood that 
sometimes the better way is taking the time to sit and listen.    

I don’t believe Jesus ever used the word perspective. Still, He has invited us to remember those 
who are lost, hungry, homeless, sick, poor, ignored and abused. We are asked, not only to see the 
world through their eyes, but to also become change agents for the transformation of  the world. 

We are innovators, trail blazers, visionaries, and champions for the world. That is the task the 
Lord has set before us.     



Page 6                                                                                                              MICONNECT Fall 2018  

 

on and on.  
 

I also see God at work with a 
refocus on discipleship, not 
just through Bible studies but 
through a more holistic             
Wesleyan approach to living 
our faith in love and service. 
Despite our differences, God 
is still at work in our              
connection.  
 

What is it that nurtures, 
sustains and guides you in 
your work?  
 

The number one thing that 
sustains me is seeing lives 
transformed into the image of 
Christ. This gets me up in the 
morning. When the local 
church turns outward, I am 
sustained. When pastors lead 
through difficult change, I am 
sustained. When we as the 
local church live in grace and 
peace, I am sustained. When 
the local church finds its vo        
e, the effects are like shock 
waves that run through our 
local communities. When the 
local church finds its vision, it 
is an unstoppable force for 
Jesus Christ and the transfor-
mation of the world! That’s 
what I know to be true and I 
rejoice. It keeps me going and 
guides my work on a daily 
basis. 
 

Go to next page … 

Leaders equipping Michigan’s vibrant congregations 

On July 1, 2018 new staff 
members began ministry in 
The Michigan Conference.  
 

We continue ours introduc-
tions of Associate Directors. 
This month we feature the 
Rev. Gary Step and Laura 
Witkowski, both members of 
the Office of Congregational 
Vibrancy.  
 

Gary, please share a little 
personal background.  
 

I grew up in the greater     
Detroit area in Redford 
Township. My relatives were 
all Roman Catholic. I was 
raised and formed in my faith 
by going to Mass every week 
with my family. My parents 
were part of that faithful  
generation who believed. I 
remember my father saying 
that the world did not make 
sense to him without his faith.  
 

My mother-in-law became a 
strong influence for me in my 
faith formation. She was a 
saint in the Hancock United 
Methodist Church. She wrote 
hymns, sang in the choir and 
was a lay preacher. She            
modeled humility combined 
with a strong faith in Christ.  
 

Where have you served and 
what lessons have you 
learned about leadership?  
 

After I graduated from      
college, I was in retail                  
positions that gave me a 
strong background in manag-
ing people. In 1990 I opened 
a business selling exercise 
equipment and bicycles in 
Petoskey. That venture taught 
me how to wear many hats in 
my work.  
 

Then in 1996 I sold my     
business, my home and 
moved my wife and three 
children to Kentucky to     
attend seminary. I think of 
that now and how crazy that 
must have seemed to so many 

people. There was only one 
word to describe it. Calling!   
 

Describe the role of the 
Associate Director of     
Congregational Vibrancy .  
 

I would say my major respon-
sibility is to promote and   
create a culture of church 
growth, health and vitality. I 
provide leadership, coaching 
and coordination for the            
revitalization efforts in the 
local churches in Michigan. 
When I first started in this 
position, my focus was to 
launch VCI (Vital Church 
Initiative) and oversee new 
church starts. Now, as I  start 
my seventh-year, church               
revitalization has taken on a 
much broader scope. 
 

What are some hopes or 
goals that you have for the 
year ahead?   
 

Currently, I am working on 
expanding our revitalization 
efforts to help congregations 
with target areas needed to 
bring about health and vitality. 
I am excited about the future 
launch of Roads to Vibrancy; 
this renewal effort combines 
the key strategies learned 
through the VCI process and 
expands them in what we call 
Learning Labs. The goal is to 
raise up a new generation of 
disciples to transform the 
world for Christ. We all know 
that the world needs the local 
church now more than ever. 
 

What excites you the most 
about your participation in 
the life of the new                   
Michigan Conference?  
 

For me the most exciting   
prospect is the opportunity to 
live into the new vision for 
the conference. Over these 
past six years I have learned 
that a common vision, 
properly aligned, is critical for 
vitality. If we want to trans-
form the world around us, it is 

essential we move forward 
together in a common vision.  
 

I am excited that we are now 
staffed to help the local 
church. The Michigan Confer-
ence is investing for the future 
and the future is in revitalizing 
the local church and new 
church plants. It is also great 
to see these revitalized congre-
gations launching new creative 
and dynamic ministries.  
 

Where do you see God at 
work in Michigan and the 
worldwide connection right 
now?   
 

The local church is truly              
becoming the hands and feet 
of Jesus to a hurting and               
broken world. So many             
Michigan congregations are 
moving beyond the walls of 
the church and into their  
communities. Many are adopt-
ing schools and caring the 
administrators, teachers and 
the students in new and             
creative loving ways. I see our 
local churches opening their 
doors and their empty spaces 
to be utilized by groups who 
are searching for a safe place 
to meet … for those who are 
struggling with addictions, 
scouts, dance classes, yoga. It 
seems like the list of ways to 
share safe, sacred space goes 

REV. GARY STEP 

Assoc. Director of Congregational Vibrancy 
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deep dive of scripture. My 
faith was deepened by                   
understanding how to apply             
scripture to daily life.  
 

I got a psychology degree at 
The University of Memphis in 
TN. Living in Memphis for six 
years opened my eyes to a 
world outside West Michigan. 
  
Where have you served and 
what lessons have you 
learned about leadership?  
 

Most of my professional life 
has been as an administrative 
assistant in some capacity, 
some within The United 
Methodist Church, some         
within the corporate world. 
Rev. Bill Johnson kicked off 
my professional career in         
ministry by recognizing my 
God-given gifts and skills and 
putting them to work! Bishop 
Laurie Haller taught me to be 
a leader of love and grace in 
the face of change; instilling in 
me that you have to love the 
people you lead. My colleague, 
Naomi García, taught me to 
lead with honesty and with 
authenticity. The last six years 
working with Rev. Benton 
Heisler taught me to be a lead-
er who truly listens, even 
when it’s hard. He models for 
me that Christ is at the heart 
and center of all we do.               
Leadership starts there.  

Please describe the new role 
of Associate Director for Lay 
Leadership Development.  
 

My understanding is that my 
role is to be a partner in               
ministry with local churches, 
clergy, church staff and                
conference staff to dream big 
and develop and strengthen 
vibrant congregations. This 
involves being a resource, 
providing tools and supporting 
laity in becoming persons of 
influence in our communities.  
 

What are some hopes or 
goals that you have as you 
embark on your work?  
 

I’m passionate about laity using 
their gifts in ways that can 
transform the world around 
them. A hope I have is that we 
laity can get back to basics. 
Starting with telling our faith 
journey, which is not about 
what committees we’ve been 
on or what churches we’ve 
attended. As leaders in the 
church we all have a faith  
journey to tell. My hope is to 
change the thought that your 
faith journey is just between 
ourselves and God. It’s not! 
How can we expect others to 
know and love Jesus if they 
don’t know why you do? What 
is God calling you to do to 
share the good news of Christ 
with others?                          

Continued from page 6 

 

Laura, tell us a little about 
yourself …  
 

I grew up on the NE side of 
Grand Rapids. My childhood 
was a typical mid-western 
one: riding bikes through the 
neighborhood, active in 
school sports, devoted to 
marching band, spending 
summers leaving the house at 
10 am and getting back    
before dark . We were active 
in our nearby United Meth-
odist Church. Busy and loved 
every minute of it!  
 

Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church in Grand Rapids, 
served by the Rev. Bill     
Johnson, helped me through 
the beginnings of my faith 
life. I remember taking     
confirmation seriously and 
consciously made the       
decision to follow Jesus 
Christ. My youth group lead-
ers, David and Kathleen Ray, 
allowed me to ask the                
questions I needed to and 
figure out how to reconcile 
my head stuff with my heart 
stuff. My faith was deepened 
even more through the               
United Methodist Camp, 
Christian Athletic Camp. 
One week every year Rev. 
Jack Scott, an Indiana UMC 
pastor, would lead us in a 

What excites you the most 
about the new Michigan 
Conference?  
 

My excitement comes from 
the fact The Michigan Confer-
ence has put an emphasis on 
the laity of the church – the 
people. We’ve never done 
anything like this position 
before and that is exciting! 
 

What is it that nurtures, 
sustains and guides you in 
your work?  
 

Music. I can’t go a day without 
listening to music.  
 

Without a doubt, my spouse. 
Matt is always there for me in 
all my crazy head space. His 
community-based extrovert-
ness helps me get out of my 
own head, where I tend to 
want to stay. He helps me 
dream big and color outside 
the lines.  
 

Our son, Kasen, guides my 
thoughts to the future. How 
will what I’m doing pave the 
way for future generations in 
the Church? His thoughtful 
questions and insights on life 
make me think about how I 
need to step up my game in 
the questions I ask and my 
part in sharing the radical love 
of Jesus to all I encounter on 
my journey.  
 

And awaaaay WE GO! 

LAURA WITKOWSKI 

Assoc. Director Lay Leadership Development 

Laura has served on the Annual Conference Program 

Committee since 2007. She helps organize the servants 

who keep everything running smoothly. Shown in the bus 

bay of the 2016 Annual Conference in East Lansing.  
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CENTRAL BAY DISTRICT … New Heart UMC 
sent kids to class with fresh haircuts as part 
of their Back-to-School Kickoff.                        

NORTHERN WATERS DISTRICT … No separation of sheep 
and goats. Pastor Susan Thorpe Hitts presides at the 
Blessing of the Pets in the Harbor Springs UMC parking lot 
on September 16. “We welcomed 20 dogs, one Amazonian 
Parrot, a chinchilla, and a goat.”   

EAST WINDS DISTRICT … All eyes are on the baby being baptized 
by Revs Jeremy Peters and Christy Miller-Black. Flint: Court Street 
welcomes another young disciple.   

GREATER SOUTHWEST DISTRICT … Five volunteers 

traveled from Coldwater UMC to Midwest Mission   

Distribution Center in Chatham, IL last month to fill 

Cleaning Buckets, now much in demand.    
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GREATER DETROIT DISTRICT … 17 tons of shred-
ded paper are headed to the paper mill thanks to 
Cass Community Green Industries.  

MICHIGAN MINISTRIES …  Hot dog! Good food and 

good company at the Sunday dinners in Mt. Pleasant! 

Jake and other therapy dogs showed up for fellowship 

and chow at CMU Wesley.  

MIDWEST DISTRICT … Pastor Mike Reigler teaches about 

Baptism. “We learned. We loved. We served.” Montague UMC 

enjoyed their 2nd Annual VBS Family Camp-Out. 

NORTERN SKIES DISTRICT ...That foil dinner is a 

work of art! Confirmation class of Engadine and 

Newberry UMCs was rockin’ on the shores of Lake 

Superior.  
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REV. BENTON HEISLER 

Director of Connectional Ministry  

Ahhh…. Fall is in the air! Pumpkin soup recipes are on the home magazine covers, and Pumpkin Latte is  
at the coffee shops for those of you that like those kinds of treats.  
 

Me? I am an apple pie kind of guy.  Schools are back in rhythm, and your favorite sports teams have already 
won and lost a game or two. Every team has a stated purpose and outlines goals for the coming season.  
 

The United Methodist Church that Linda and I attend just completed a five-week series titled “Squad 
Goals.” This series was based on recasting the vision and reminding us of the core values that go into the 
ministry to which God has called us:   
  

Conversational:  Begin each day open to whom God may put in your path and begin a conversation.  
 

Invitational: Identify one person you believe God has put on your heart to invite to church.  
 

Relational:  Consider serving on a ministry team and finding a group to study the Bible.  
 

Missional:  Challenge yourself to bless some in your local/global community.  
 

Foundational:  Build time for God into your personal, family, and professional life.”  
 

As an Annual Conference and all the congregations that are united to create the Michigan Conference, we too have a clear vision, stated 
purpose and mission that unites us in our common efforts.  
 

“The purpose of the Annual Conference is to create disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by equipping its local 
churches for ministry and by providing a connection for ministry beyond the local church; all for the glory of God.”  – The Book of 
Discipline of the UMC – 2016  
 

The Michigan Conference equips and connects through Christ-centered:  
 

 Mission and Ministry 
  Bold and Effective Leaders 
   Vibrant Congregations  
 

This vision helps to inform strategies, align resources, make decisions, evaluate ministry, and shape what we are known for across the 
state.  
 

It has been an exciting month of ministry! Bishop Bard led the 30+ members of the Area Ministry Team along with other leaders in a 
two-day retreat. The setting and facilitator allowed us to discover the unique gifts we all possess, the shared values and purpose on which 
we are focused and gave us time to begin to develop the deep relationships necessary to serve together effectively.  
 

That is the core element to any strong team, isn’t it? Practice, practice, practice! The repetition of positive experiences and techniques 
creates the usage patterns that become almost second nature when put into motion in real time. It is no different in the Church.  
 

It is hard to break old negative habits and behaviors, but we worship God who can “do a new thing.” It is hard to take a risk and step 
out in faith, but we worship God who was willing to risk the implementation of God’s intent for the world by placing it in our hands, 
saying “Go now and do likewise… and I will send my Spirit to be with you (Matthew 28:19).”  
 

As we enter into these beginning months as a “new Conference,” I encourage us to frequently remind one another of the “team mission, 
vision, and goals.”  
 

Making Disciples.  
     Transforming the world. 
          Equipping and connecting through Christ-Centered 
  Mission and Ministry  
  Bold and Effective Leaders  
  Vibrant Congregations  
 

And when our “season” is over, may we be greeted warmly by God in those words of Matthew 25:21; “Well done good and faithful   
servant.” 

HomeWords Bound … fall is in the air 
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August 28, 2018 | United 
Methodist Retirement 
Communities (UMRC) 
and Porter Hills (PH)  
today announced their 
plans to consider coming 
together under shared 
board governance and 
leadership, possibly                     
creating a $150 million 
organization that would 
serve older Michigan 
adults in 22 counties 
across the lower                    
peninsula.  
 

Both PH and UMRC 
maintain strong  
quality ratings, with 
multiple five-star 
facilities among 
them.  
 

It is currently                         
anticipated the two 
organizations’ ability 
to share their widely-
recognized best prac-
tices, knowledge and 
financial resources 
will achieve superior            
results for older 
adults and create an 
exciting dynamic in 
Michigan’s senior                 
living marketplace.  
 

“Both our organizations 
have agreed to move            
forward with this process 
as a means of sharing our 
knowledge, skills and               
resources for the                             
betterment of senior                  
services across Michigan,” 
said Mary Wagner, chair of 
the Porter Hills governing 
board. “With one                     
American turning 65 every 
seven seconds, communi-
ties like ours need to be 
smart about preparing for 
future growth. Put simply, 

we think we can deliver 
better results through    
mutual collaboration.”  
 

Together, UMRC, PH, and 
their respective affiliates 
employ 1,300 staff serving 
over 4,600 Michigan older 
adults. They share a                 
combined 24 service lines 
and locations and 170 years 
of service.  
 

“Part of the beauty of this 
relationship, we think, is 
that we can easily agree on 
what matters most: the well
-being and independence 
of Michigan’s older adults,” 
said John Thorhauer, 
UMRC president and 
CEO.  
 

“At the same time, we are 
determined to remain 
among the top places to 
work in our respective 
communities, and                              
collaborate to live out our 
faith-based traditions of 

 

Senior care providers make plans to come together 

care and giving.”  
 

Bishop David A. Bard, 
leader of The Michigan 
Area, said, “In a time of 
continuing change in our 
society and for senior                   
living providers, organiza-
tions need to be open to 
creative ideas in order to 
sustain and enhance their 
mission.” He voiced his 

enthusiasm for the effort. 
“I support UMRC in its  
exploration of a                               
partnership with Porter 
Hills so that both                            
organizations are able to 
sustain and enhance their 
commitment to quality 
living and care for                      
Michigan’s older adults. I 
trust UMRC to remain 
committed to the core     
values that have character-
ized its work from the  
beginning.”  
 

According to the 2017 
Ziegler LeadingAge 150                  

(a listing of the top 150           
senior living organizations 
in the U.S.), PH and UMRC 
together would be among       
the 75 largest nonprof-
it senior living and service 
providers nationally and 
among the top five in    
Michigan. In addition, the 
new organization’s                       
commitment to affordable 
housing would place it 

among the coun-
try’s top 25 nonprofit 
affordable housing    
organizations. 

“While these                
numbers are impres-
sive—and potentially 
transformative to 
Michigan’s landscape 
of senior living and 
services—size is not 
the goal for either 
UMRC or PH,” said 
Kim Hoppe, Porter 
Hills’ senior vice              
president of financial 
and corporate                 
services. “We are  

focused on ensuring 
that any future collabo-
ration increases the 
number and quality of 

care opportunities available 
to older adults in our                  
respective communities. It 
has to be the right fit not 
just for us, not just for 
UMRC, but for the                         
individuals and families we 
serve.”  
 

The due diligence process is 
expected to last through the 
rest of 2018, at minimum.  
 

Additional information can 
be found at either 
www.porterhills.org or         
www.umrc.com. 

 

John Thorhauer, United Methodist Retirement Communities President and 

CEO, and Mary Wagner, Chair of the Porter Hills governing board, came 

together on August 28, 2018 for an important announcement about the 

future of their two organizations. ~ photo courtesy UMRC  
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KAY DEMOSS 

Senior Content Editor MIUMC 

 

Restoration Community UMC is among the newest United Methodist churches in The Michigan Conference. Its pastor, Banza Mukalay, 
was born in the Democratic Republic of Congo. How did he make his way from Africa to Grand Rapids? He arrived in Michigan in 2012 
after 15 years in a refugee camp in Tanzania. It was in the camp that he received his pastoral training. Bishop Nkulu Ntambo ordained 
Mukalay as a pastor in the North Katanga Area of DR Congo.  
 

Eventually, like many refugees immigrating to the U.S., Pastor Mukalay went where he had relatives. For him that was Grand Rapids, 
where he now resides with his wife, Ngoi, and four children, ranging in age from college to 8th grade. “My cousin’s wife came here before 
me,” he relates. “But I can say it was God who brought me to Grand Rapids.” An evangelist in Tanzania, he identifies himself as “a 
church planter.” He believes God wanted him in Grand Rapids and adds, “I even like the cold!”  
 

Today Pastor Mukalay is recognized as a citizen by the U.S. government. It also took him some time to be formally recognized by The 
United Methodist Church. He said that his attitude as he met with committees and superintendents was, “Be patient. God knows who 
you are.”  
 

In 2018 the church was recognized as a fledgling United Methodist church. Mukalay now has a Local Pastor’s license and is appointed 
quarter-time to Restoration Community. Soon after arrival in Grand Rapids, Pastor Mukalay had 50 persons worshipping in his basement. 
The Rev. Marcia Elders, then pastor of South Wyoming United Methodist Church, invited Pastor Mukalay to move his flock to their 
building. Another year passed and there were 100 in worship. When South Wyoming became a campus of Cornerstone Church, hospitali-
ty continued for the Restoration Community. Today there are 200 in the Swahili-language service on Sunday afternoon.  
 

One challenge to his ministry is finances. “A tithe is a problem for many in our congregation,” Mukalay says. But that does not dim his 
passion for God’s work. He is employed by a construction company in Grand Rapids. When Banza shared his desire to be a pastor and to 
work in refugee resettlement, the company agreed to pay him three days to work for them and two days to work for the church. He feels 
very blessed.  
 

Many in the congregation, like their pastor, came to Grand Rapids from refugee settlements in Rwanda, Burundi, and Sudan. “The church 
is made up of different people,” the pastor explains. “Most are not United Methodists at this time. Some are not Christian.” But the Spirit 

is moving in their midst.  
 

MIconnect was recently in worship at Restoration Community 
Church. It was everything the worship leader promised: “We want 
people to leave this place blessed forever!” There was testimony from 
a new United Methodist converted from Islam. She is now in charge 
of hospitality for Restoration CC. Three choirs sang and danced. The 
worship leader said, “This is the way we worship in our country all 
the time. We want to join together with the angels as we sing!” A 
sermon was shared by the co-pastor Paul Mamba, who has been in 
the U.S. for three years with one year at RCC. Like Pastor Mukalay, 
he came to the U.S. from a refugee camp. He preached from 1               
Samuel 1:9-18 and with great fervor encouraged everyone present to, 
“Pray like Hannah! … Pour out your heart because something will 
happen to you when you do the unusual.”  
 

Guests in the service that afternoon included the Rev. Bill Johnson 
and members of the Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, new 
friends of Pastor Banza and the congregation. Cedar Springs is build-
ing a relationship and partnering with RCC in a sports ministry                               
focused on soccer competition.  
 

The Rev. Marcia Elders was at the door throughout the service, 
greeting persons as they arrived. Pastor Mukalay calls Marcia and her 
husband, David Apol, “my sister and brother who gave us space.”  
 

Apol introduced Monike, a mother of seven, who was one of the 
original Congolese families to come to the area and South Wyoming 
UMC. He recalls, “They came through the door with a note from 
their pastor back home in Africa. It said, ‘Please take care of my              
people.’” Apol continued with a broad smile, “Think of the                    
thousands of miles between Congo and South Wyoming! The United 
Methodist connection is huge!”    

 Restoration Community UMC welcomes Congolese 

David Apol, a leader in THRIVE refugee resettlement,                   
welcomed Mama Monike and her seven children, one of the 
first famillies to arrive from Congo several years ago. ~mic 
photo/Kay DeMoss  
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PAUL DONELSON 

PAUL DONELSON 

Michigan Area Communication  

 

Located in a beautiful countryside five miles south of Traverse City, in the midst of small lakes and upscale residential developments, 
there sits a church building complete with sanctuary, fellowship hall, rooms for Christian education, a large parking lot, and a big                        
vegetable garden. The building once housed Christ United Methodist Church, a congregation that was officially closed by action of              
the 2018 Michigan Annual Conference.  
 

In 2017, Pastor Jeremy Wicks was appointed to start a new church, there. Within a short time, Wicks came up with the name, “Mosaic 
Church,” explaining, “I’ve always seen the church as people of all different shapes and sizes and colors and textures that God brings 
together as an artist and creates something that is beautiful. And as I was explaining this to someone, one day, the person said, ‘Hey! 

That sounds like God is creating a mosaic!’ So, I said, ‘Wow! That sounds like a great 
name for a church!’” 

 

According to Wicks: “Our folks come from different walks of life, with different             
opinions and thoughts on theological and social issues, but we strive to live in                     
community together, even when we disagree. We’re very clear about that, and consider 
ourselves to be a welcoming community, inclusive of everyone – all different sizes and 
shapes being brought together by God to create a masterpiece.” 
 

Right now, Mosaic Church and Wicks are working closely with the   Kingsley United 
Methodist Church, about eight miles away. Since the pastor of that church owns her 

own home, Wicks, his wife, and their four children live in the Kingsley parsonage. 
 

Wicks exclaims, “The Kingsley church has been amazing! We look at them as partners. I was their story teller for VBS. When they have 
stuff we get involved. When we have stuff they get involved. We did a small group together in Kingsley and started a Wednesday after-
school lunch program from January to the end of the school year for local Kingsley school children. Thanks to a grant from the Grand 
Traverse District. together we packed a hundred lunches a week for any high school student who needed one.” 
 

Mosaic will be starting more small groups very soon and continues to be in partnership with Kingsley UMC and Traverse City Central 
UMC, as often as possible. Some of the small groups will be based on what is called, “Pub Theology.” Wick’s says, “We’ll call the groups 
‘Bible and Brew.’ One of them will be in a coffee house and the  other one will be in a pub. So the name fits for either  location. We 
have two that will start this month and a couple more starting in September.” 
 

Wicks believes there is a lot of potential for 
church growth in the Traverse City area. He says 
that there are a lot of new residents who are              
involved in the year-round tourist industry. “The 
area,” he believes, “is ripe and ready for  persons 
who are willing to think out of the box and for 
existing churches that are willing to walk outside 
of their doors. The people aren’t going to come 
rushing to our churches just because we’re here. 
Rather, we have to be creative about getting out   
of our building, going to where the people, them-
selves, are gathering, oftentimes in small                 
numbers.” The pastor makes a point about count-
ing numbers. “While gatherings in our building 
may be less than 40, the measure of our success 
may be in how effectively we’re able to minister  
to many more persons outside our walls.” 
 

“At this point,” says Wicks, “we’re absolutely      
dependent upon and open to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit. With any of these service projects we 
could do a 30-second sermon, say a prayer, and 
then get going ministering to people. In many 
ways this has a class meeting vibe. Of course, 
John Wesley expected persons who went to  
those meetings to also be in community service.” 
 

 

Tales of two  

Vibrant Congre-

Mosaic UMC is creating a ‘masterpiece’ in Traverse City 

Pastor Jeremy Wicks, his wife Toinette, and members of Kingsley United 
Methodist Church pack 100 lunches every week for high school students 
who need them thanks to a grant from Northern Waters District. ~ photo 
courtesy Jeremy Wicks  
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Cornerstone Church 
1675 84th St., Caledonia MI 49316;               
616-698-3170 
Drop off ANYTIME, Sept. 22 – Oct. 5 in 
the tool trailer in the SE parking lot  
 

Freeland UMC 
205 E Washington Rd, Freeland, MI 
48623; (989) 695-2101 
Mon & Tues 8:30am-4:00pm; Wed 
9:30am-1:30pm 
Week of September 24-28: Mon & Tues 
9:00am-2:00pm, Wed 9:30am-1:30pm, and 
Thurs –Fri 9:30am –11:30am  
 

Grace UMC 

1900 Boston Blvd, Lansing, MI 
48910; (517) 482-5750 
Schedule being confirmed  
 

Goodrich UMC 

8071 S State Rd, Goodrich, MI 
48438; (810)636-2444 
Mon- 9am– Thurs  2pm  
 

Kalamazoo: First UMC 

212 S Park St W, Kalamazoo, MI 
49007; (269) 381-6340 
Sept. 24-Oct.1 Mon-Thurs 9am-4pm  
 
 
 

Oct 21: Northville UMC, 4 pm 

 

Oct 22: Midland UMC, 7 pm 

 

Nov 29: Ann Arbor, First UMC, 7 pm 
Dec 6: Lansing: Ministry Center, 7 pm 
  

 

Motown Mission 
8000 Woodward Ave, Detroit, MI 
48202; (313) 718-2275 
Mon -Thurs 9:30am-4:00pm  
 

Northville: First UMC 
777 Eight Mile Rd, Northville, MI 
48167; (248) 349-1144 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm. Other specific times 
could be arranged if necessary, contact 
Chuck Woolley  at 734-646-6245.  
 

Springport UMC 

127 W Main St, Springport, MI 
49284; (517) 857-2777 
Mon 9am-12pm; Thurs 1-5 pm; or call 
517-857-3922 to schedule a drop-off  
 

Warren: First UMC 
5005 Chicago Rd, Warren, MI 
48092; (586) 264-4701 
Tues-Thurs 8-5pm  
 

Waterford: Central UMC 

3882 Highland Rd, Waterford Twp, MI 
48328; (248) 681-0040 
Schedule being confirmed 
 

Sites in the Midwest and Northern Waters 
Districts are being confirmed. 

To not lose heart means not only                    
transcending our fear, it invites us to live 
with joy. Joy does not entail ignoring the 
hard realities. As the poet Wendell Berry 
writes, “be joyful, though you’ve                 
considered all the facts.”  
 

I recently spent time with Michigan             
United Methodist pastors at the School 
for Pastoral Ministry, responding to                
questions. As you might imagine, many 
focused on what is happening with The 
United Methodist Church. Among the 
things I said were these: “God is not yet 
done with God’s Church,” and “to have a 
sense of humor in the midst of struggle 
and uncertainty is a sign of hope.” Being 
able to laugh is part of being a non-
anxious presence, a crucial quality in              
leadership.  
 

Joy is more than humor, but humor is part 
of joy. Joy is also being able to wonder, to 
be curious, to retain the ability to be 
astonished by beauty. 
 

Finally, I think not losing heart is about 
being open-hearted and gracious. In these 
contentious times in the church and in our 
world, there will be people with whom we 
profoundly disagree. Can we continue to 
be open-hearted, seeing others as human 
beings also loved by God and struggling 
to work out their faith? Can we see others 
in the church as persons in whom the light 
of God shines, even if that light is                 
contained in clay vessels? 
 

We do not lose heart. God is not yet done 
with God’s church, even if that church 
might come to look very different.  
 

We do not lose heart. God’s light shines  
in each of us, even in the unadorned clay 
pots of our ordinary lives.  
 

We do not lose heart. There remains  
beauty, goodness, kindness, the work of 
justice, peace and reconciliation, and    
nothing is stronger than love.  
 

We do not lose heart. May it be so. 
 

Connectional Conversations, II are 

scheduled for …  
 

Sept 25: Marquette: Hope UMC –        
Connections Campus,  7 pm 
 

Sept 26: St. Ignace UMC, 7 pm 

 

Oct 8: Grayling: Michelson Memorial 
UMC, 7 pm 

 

Oct 9: Lake Orion UMC, 7 pm 

 

Oct15: Georgetown UMC, 7 pm 

 

Oct 16: Nardin Park UMC, 7 pm 
Oct 17: Kalamazoo: First UMC, 7 pm 

 

BISHOP …………………………………………………………………………….………… from p. 2 

STORM…………………….….…. from p. 1 
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL FACES LARGE DOCKET 

 

Nearly 30 briefs, totaling more than 400  
pages, confront the Judicial Council as it   
prepares to consider the constitutionality of 
three plans for dealing with The United 
Methodist Church’s schism-threatening                 
division over homosexuality. The volume of 
writing from interested parties is among the 
most ever for a single Judicial Council  
docket item and suggests the high stakes as 

the church tries to make changes that will avoid a breakup. In one 
brief, the United Methodist Council of Bishops asserts that “the 
present request for a declaratory decision may be the most                         
important matter that the Judicial Council has ever faced.” 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS AIM AT SEMINARY DEBT  

 

A variety of United Methodist groups 
collaborated with the Lilly Endow-
ment Inc. to create the Excellence in  
Clergy Leadership Scholarship. Financial 
aid began in 2017, with the goals of     
helping future elders and deacons avoid                   
taking on extra debt and giving them                   
personal finance counseling as they study 
for a master of divinity degree at one of 
the 13 United Methodist seminaries. The 

United Methodist Foundation of  Michigan is among partners 
with the Excellence in Clergy Leadership Scholarship. Interested 
students may apply directly online between January 3rd and 
March 1st each year at gbhem.org. 
 
 

PICKING UP THE PIECES IN THE PHILIPPINES 

 

While Hurricane Florence made landfall on the east coast, Super 
Typhoon Mangkhut struck with greater fury 10,000 miles away in 
Asia. Especially hard-hit was the Philippines. Floods and                
mud-slides have claimed 54 lives. Support for relief may be sent 
to UMCOR International Disaster Response #982450. 

 

News in Brief 

• By 2050, one of every four Christians will live in sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

• China has the third largest Christian population in the world 
right now. 

• The United Methodist Church is growing in the Arab and 
Gulf countries, including Dubai, where a UMC church has 
been started by Filipino immigrants. 

• We have about 350 active United Methodist missionaries at 
any given moment (420 total in any given year). 60% are laity, 
and 40% are clergy. 

• These missionaries are from 27 countries, going from every-
where to everywhere. UM missionaries are assigned to more 
than 60 countries and serve as doctors, nurses, teachers,     
social workers, church planters, and evangelists. GBGM has 
projects and mission partners in another 60 countries.  

• GBGM coordinates and provides training for short-term 
projects for more than 100,000 U.S. Volunteers in Mission 
every year. 

• GBGM supports 300 hospitals and mission clinics around 
the world that focus on the health and well-being of women 
and children. This includes prevention and curative measures 
for major health issues such as malnutrition, malaria, HIV, 
and AIDS.  

• Global Mission Fellows is a leadership development program 
for young people between the ages of 20 and 30 who make a 
two-year commitment to go from everywhere to everywhere 
by working in mission worldwide. 57 new Global Mission 
Fellows were recently commissioned. 

• The Board of Global Ministries has regional offices in South 
Korea, Argentina, and the Philippines, where a small satellite 
will open. Another regional office is planned for Africa, and 
there is a mission liaison office in Jerusalem.  

• Approximately 60% of the annual budget of Global                     
Ministries is funded through apportionments. The rest comes 
from ordinary United Methodists like you, who go from 
everywhere to everywhere when your church supports a   
missionary or a mission project.  

 Did you know? 

(courtesy of Bishop Laurie Haller) 
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Mano a Mano assists Puerto Ricans in Michigan 

KAY DEMOSS 

Senior Content Editor MIUMC 

 

“People are starting here with nothing,” 
said Ruth Tobar. Ruth and her colleague, 
Guillermina Peguero, began work in 
Michigan in April 2018 as case managers 
for The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief. They are part of an effort to      
support Puerto Ricans who were forced 
to leave their homeland after Hurricane 
Maria struck on September 20, 2017.  
 

The Michigan Conference was asked by 
the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) to consider providing 
disaster case management and the      
Michigan Conference Disaster Response 
Team stepped up. UMCOR provided a 
$100,000 grant that would pay the case 
managers as well as make direct                        
assistance funds available for those they 
helped. The funds could be used for long
-term recovery, either resettlement in 
Michigan or return to Puerto Rico.  
 

Ruth assists those on the west side of the 
state from her office in Grand Rapids; 
she shares space with Justice For Our 
Neighbors at Grand Rapids First UMC. 
Guillermina is based in Detroit at Central 
Familiar Cristiano UMC.  
 

Their task is to identify persons in need 
of services and referrals. They also assess 
the needs of individuals and families and 
help them access resources for recovery 
and resettlement. Ruth and Guillermina 

also arrange for needed services. Guiller-
mina sums it up, “Our job is for them to 
be safe and happy with a beautiful life 
here in Michigan.”  
 

The first task was to find and establish 
relationships with displaced persons. 
Both Ruth and Guillermina put flyers in 
drugstores, laundromats, schools and 
supermarkets. Notices were placed in 
newspapers. Radio interviews were aired 
and tv spots were broadcast. They attend-
ed networking meetings.  
 

Ruth explains that for many, “Things 
aren’t getting better in Puerto Rico.” She 
goes on to say that people’s flight to 
Michigan was typically not random. 
“Almost everyone we serve has a         
connection here, a sibling, a child, a 
friend, or a parent. They come here and 
stay with them.”  
 

Guillermina is currently working with 
eight cases. She says, “I have one person 
who has nobody. Another has a daughter, 
but she lives in one room.”  
 

Ruth is working with 12 families, the 
farthest residing in Battle Creek. “Early 
on we learned a recovery plan is very 
personal and individual,” she observes. 
“Every case is unique. These people are 
the owner of their recovery and we are 
there to help them.”  
 

Once the Case Managers determine 
what’s needed, they engage in a weekly 

phone call with a “Funding Table” that 
includes members of the Michigan                   
Conference Disaster Response team — 
Dan O’Malley, Rev. Robert Miller, and 
Rev. Paul Perez. Cases are evaluated and 
purchases approved in that setting.  
 

“Some need clothes and food. Others 
we’ve given plane tickets,” Guillermina 
reports. Ruth lists installing appliances, 
trips to the Secretary of State for a driver’s 
license, and helping children enroll in 
school among ways she has helped. 
“We’ve provided rent deposits, gone 
shopping because there was nothing in 
the pantry, gone after inoculation records 
from Puerto Rico,” Ruth adds. “There are 
some high- ticket items but then I may 
find a washer in a garage sale for $50.”  
 

While those they encounter experience 
culture shock, language and financial   
barriers, Ruth points out that “they come 
here with the advantage of citizenship.” 
At the time of the 2010 Census, there 
were 37,267 Puerto-Rican Americans    
residing in Michigan. 

If you know of Puerto Ricans in Michigan 
who could benefit by services of Mano a 
Mano, refer them to: East Michigan: 
Guillermina Peguero, 313-826-9969 or 
gpeguero@michiganumc.org.  
 

West Michigan: Ruth Tobar,                  
616-308-6483;  rtobar@michiganumc.org. 

UMCOR case worker, Ruth Tobar (second from right), has been reaching out to Puerto Ricans displaced to Michigan by 

Hurricane Maria. She has gone on the air, on the phone, and on foot to reach as many as she can. ~ courtesy Ruth Tobar 


